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The Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Academia Sinica, Takes Part in ALMA North American Partnership

An astronomical cooperation agreement has been signed by representatives of the United States and R.O.C.
(Taiwan) in the end of December 2008. This agreement will lead the Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics,
Academia Sinica, to more direct participation in ALMA international partnership.

The agreement is signed by the American Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office. American National Radio Astronomical Observatory and the Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics will
co-direct the ALMA North American Project. According to this, the astronomers in Taiwan will share the same
research resources and responsibilities as American and Canadian astronomers.

The Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics has taken part in the ALMA East Asian Project directed by the
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan. Now, co-directing the North American Project, the Institute of
Astronomy and Astrophysics accesses to more significant participation in ALMA.

TALMA, ( the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array) is a big international project held by teams from
North American countries, European countries and East Asian countries. It is the most gigantic ground-based
astronomical observatory plan ever made on Earth. Taiwan is a leading center for astro-submillimeter research.
Great contribution to the ALMA project is highly anticipated.
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