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The writing is on the wall for the Egyptians: their President Hosni Mubarak had to go. That much was clear, because Washington had finally

decided to %racefulg/ dislodgethe Egg/ tian autocrat from his 38—ayear rule overthe Arab worldyS most popu!ous country rocked byviolent protests
by discontented people demanding quck political change in Cairo. These people wanteddemocracy, which Mubarak had refused to grant.They

believed they could oust Mubarak with UncleSam’s help just as Tunisia’s jasmine revolt got rid ofZine el-Abidine Ben Ali, who had to flee Tunis
forexile after a 23-year reign.
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The question Uncle Sam is now facing is who isgoing to replace Mubarak. It's not very difficult toanswer. All Washington needs to do is to let
Egypt'sall powerful army pick another Mubarak to continuethe line of authoritarian rule started by Maj. Gen. Mohammed Naguib in 1952. Naguib

was shuntedaside bg Col. Gamel Abdel Nasser, who was electedpresident in 1956. Nasser did pretty well ~ S0 muchso that he was hailed ?t
one time as a candidate forkhalifah or caliph, the successor to Mohammad, thefounder of Islam 'who unified the Arab nation. Well,Nasser died

without realizing his dream of a newcaliphate, one starter effort being to organize theUnited Arab Republic of Egypt and Syria and a
looseFederation of Arab Republics of Egypt, Syria andLibya. Anwar Sadat, a vice president who took overfrom Nasser, aligned Egypt with the
United States in1972 by ordering most of the 20,000 Soviet militaryadvisers and personnel to leave. Mubarak, a vicepresident, succeeded
Sadat, who was assassinated in1981. Vice President Omar Suleiman or Field MarshalMohamed Hussein Tantawi, head of the militarycouncil,
may come into power.
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has learned is that heshouldn't pick the new Mubarak for the Egyptian armythat is the only stabilizing force in the land, whichboasts the world's
oldest civilization. The UnitedSates selected the successor to Saddam Hussein inlraq. That's a very bad idea, and it failed to work. Asa matter of
fact, President George W. Bush shouldn'thave started the Iragi War in the first place. His father,George W. Bush, Sr., was much wiser. He
suspendedOperation Desert Storm to let Hussein continue hisiron-fist rule, simply because Iraq, the land of CaliphHarun al-Racid of Arabian
Nights fame, would beungovernable without the dictator. The Abbassids, ofwhom al-Racid was one, overthrew the Ummayadcaliphate in
Damascus, and moved the capital toBaghdad. Together with Egypt, that produced thegreat leader Saladin who conquered Jerusalem to getthe
Crusades kicked off, Syria and Iraq were the threecenters of power of the Arab world until the first oilshock in 1973 which pushed the kingdom
of SaudiArabia to the fore.
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Just as eagerly as the Crusaders tried to recoverJerusalem, the Americans are attempting to extenddemocracy all over the world, to the Arab
world inparticular. But their national interests have madeit necessary for the United States to grow far toocomfortable with an Arab world
dominated byunmovable, abusive rulers like Hussein and Mubarak.American support for pro-Western oppressors assuresa steady flow of oil

and helps keep Israel, a handiworkof President Harry S. Truman, secure in the hostileMiddle East.
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In fact, Israel is quite secure, because its Arabneighbors can never be really united as a nation strongenough to drive the Jews into the
Mediterranean.Tribalism has precluded a strong united Arab nation.Otherwise, the Arabs, like the Chinese, could forma cohesive political as
well as cultural entity. Islamunited the Arab tribes who founded the Muslim empirein Irag which was the most powerful in the Westernworld at
the beginning of the ninth century, muchmore so than Charlemagne's Holy Roman Empireand the East Roman Empire at Constantinople.
Thencame slow political decadence; and then the empirehad fallen apart into separate autonomous states untilthe Ottoman Turks created their
caliphate in Istanbulin the fourteenth century to begin ruling them by andlarge as such. Like the Chinese, the Arabs speak thesame language,
use the same script, have the samereligion, and share the same culture. China hasn't beenBalkanized because of the scholar-officials trainedto
maintain the Confucian social order and its peopleshare the same script though they speak differentdialects that are mutually unintelligible. The
Arabslack such a bureaucracy.
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Tribalism also troubles all other member states ofthe Arab League. None of them can reach a strongunity of purpose to democratize themselves
the waythe United States wishes they would. Ben Ali is gone,but Tunisia can't be made a democracy overnight.Mubarak stepped down, but
democracy won't cometo Egypt in any foreseeable future. What the world iswitnessing is the removal and replacement of leaders,not an
upgrading of the political systems that allowsomeone like Mubarak to stay in power for threedecades and then try to have his son succeed him.
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