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The seminar offers a comprehensive study of Nagarjuna’s Madhyamika philosophy. It covers the basic issues of
Madhyamika philosophy such as ontology (svabhava) epistemology negation language and ethics. More important
for this seminar is to closely examine its unfathomable style of discourse. In order to get the first-hand
understanding we will read some key chapters of Nagarjuna’s Madhyamakakarika (The Treatise of the Middle
Way). The main text we use is Kumarajiva’'s Chinese translation of Nagarjuna’s Verses with Pingala’s Commentary.
This text has been widely used and hence very influential in the Chinese Buddhist tradition. We will also check with
the Sanskrit text and other modern (Chinese English and Japanese) translations and commentaries. Attendance
and weekly essay (50%) and a term paper (50%) are required.
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. Jan Westerhoff Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka Chapter 4: Catukoti/Tetralemma.

. Jan Westerhoff Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka Chapter 8: Epistemology.
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Jan Westerhoff Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka: A Philosophical Introduction (Oxford2009)
Malcolm David Eckel Bhaviveka and His Buddhist Opponents (Harvard University 2008).
Mark Siderits and Shoryu Katsura trans. Mulamadhyamakakarika 2005-2006 2008.
Michael Eido Luetchford Between Heaven and Earth: A Translation of Nagarjuna's Mulamadhyamakakarika (2002
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T. R. V. Murti The Central Philosophy of Buddhism: A Study of the Madhyamika
System (London: Unwin Paperback 1980). (ZREEZE | (PEEE) | EFHRY , 1984, )
David J. Kalupahana Nagarjuna: The Philosophy of the Middle Way (Ablany: SUNY
Press 1986).

Kenneth K. Inada Nagarjuna: A Translation of his Mulamadhyamakakarika with an
Introductiory Essay ( Sri Satguru 1993 ) .

Brian Bocking trans. Nagarjuna in China: A Translation of the Middle Treatise
(Lewiston : Edwin Mellen Press 1995).

Nancy McCagney Nagarjuna and the Philosophy of Openness (Rowman &

Littlefield 1997).

Jay L. Garfield The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way: Nagarjuna’s
Mulamadhyamakakarika (New York: Oxford University Press 1995).

David Burton Emptiness Appraised: A Critical Study of Nagarjuna’s Philosophy
(Richmond Surrey: Curzon 1999).

David Seyfort Ruegg Two Prolegomena to Madhyamaka Philosophy (Studies in
Indian and Tibetan Madhyamaka Thought Part 2) (Wien: Universitat Wien 2002).
Mervyn Sprung Lucid Exposition of the Middle Way: The Essential Chapters from

the Prasannapada of Candrakirti (Boulder: Prajna Press 1979).

T. Stcherbatsky The Conception of Buddhist Nirvana (Delhi : Motilal Banarsidass
1977).

Georges B. J. Dreyfus & Sara L. McClintock eds. Svatantrika-Prasangika

Distinction (Somerville MA.: Wisdom 2003).

Kodo Yotsuya The Critique of the Svatantra Reasoning by Candrakirti and
Tsong-kha-pa (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag 1999).
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