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NCCU Campus News (2010/07/26) The neuro-science research alliance formed between National Chengchi
University (NCCU) and National Yang Ming University (NYMU) received the financial support (seventy million NT
dollars for two years) from the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Science Council, to
conduct the install and maintain program for a human brain functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI)
equipment. The NSC program indicated that the effort on integrating neuroscience with humanities and social
sciences fields by NCCU, which is widely recognized for its accomplishment in humanities and social sciences, has
been recognized as well, and by this program, a new cross-fields as well as cross-institutes research atmosphere
in neuroscience studies is expected to be created.

The recent development of neuroscience gradually goes along with social phenomena, involved with issues such
as human social behaviors and liberal arts. More and more emerging study domains in which MRI technology is
widely utilized to study the neuro-physical substrata of cognitive and behavioral functions, appear, including, for
examples, educational neuroscience, social neuroscience, neuroeconomics, neuroethics, neurolaw, computational
neuroscience, etc.

In the humanities field in Taiwan, the number of the researchers dedicated to the interdisciplinary neuroscientific
fields is still moderate, because, on the one hand, the methodological basis is not firmly grounded yet, and, on the
other hand, the expensive equipment is difficult to access for the researchers. To fix the situation, the Department
of Humanities and Social Sciences, NSC, has kept spending effort on the promotion of neurosciences and the
encouragement of the establishment of the methods. Relevant workshops for elementary and high school teachers
are provided, while the talent cultivation program for the interdisciplinary researchers in cognitive sciences and
neurosciences is conducted.

Besides, NSC decided to enhance the hardware implement side as well, purchasing relevant equipment for the
neuro-studies of humanities and social sciences. Previously, NCCU has merely been equipped with a brainwave
detector and an eye tracker. Equipment such as fMRI is too expensive to purchase and maintain for a university,
and most of the MRI's in Taiwan are equipped in hospitals, which therefore the neuroscience researchers cannot
easily access. With the program proposed by the NCCU-NYMU alliance, the researchers can have a dedicated
fMRI for their research need hereafter.

The alliance between NCCU and NYMU help with the integration between the humanities and social sciences
talents and the neuroscientific talents from both sides, which is a good example for interdisciplinary cooperation.
The alliance will further establish an MRI center for Taiwan mind science research and invite other domestic
universities in the alliance. It is expected that with the program, the research capacity in these fields in Taiwan can
be largely enhanced.
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