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Content:

A study from the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) suggests that arts and humanities researchers are
outperforming their counterparts in the sciences, both in terms of their presence on the world stage and quality of
their output. It also stresses that the UK research in this field not only leads the world but also brings substantial
economic and social impact to the British society.

The report, Leading the World: The Economic Impact of UK Arts and Humanities Research, comes after questions
are raised on whether the arts and humanities were adequately making the case for continued public support. The
study makes the case to convince the Government of the merits of their fields in the run-up to the next
Comprehensive Spending Review.

Three questions addressed in the report are: why arts and humanities research is important, why the public should
continue to pay for it, and why it should be funded through the AHRC.

The report concluded that academically, arts and humanities researchers in the UK are outperforming their science
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counterparts by generating 33 percent of the world’s scholarly papers (the US 37%), while scientific researchers
only produces 10 percent of the world’s scholarly papers. It also pointed out that in the recent research assessment
exercise arts and humanities researchers had the highest proportion of ‘world-leading’ work. In terms of economic
impact, it is estimated that every pound invested in research by the AHRC yields 10 pounds in the short term and
another 15-20 pounds in the long term. Moreover, the cultural benefits are also stated in the report, from making
the UK a cohesive society to providing good listening on Radio 4.

On the other hand, the report provides a new model for measuring its economic impact, straddling ‘economic’ and
‘civic’ capital. According to its estimation, about 12 percent of the UK economy is associated with the creative and
cultural industries, which comes directly from the UK’s unique cultural ecosystem. Arts and humanities research
forms a big driver in the system; therefore, without proper funding to this field, the economy and society and public
services will suffer in consequence.
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