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Apache REHIWeb® 1 RIF T B ApacheBench (ab, ab2)
B A AR : ab - Apache HTTP server benchmarking tool (Apache 2.2)
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Connect : 353 375 16.1 386 391
Processing: 1240 1312 52.1 1339 1369
Wi ti ng: 449 472 16.2 476 499
Total : 1593 1687 67.7 1730 1756
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What if the site is behind a login that is an http form and not an htaccess form? That is where POST variables come
into play, it is a little trickier but doable. Here is the command | use to hit a page behind a login.

ab -p ~/Documents/post.ixt -T application/x-www-form-urlencoded -e http://example.com/manager/

Here is what my post.txt file contains:
email=test@domain.com&password=testing&submit=Login

Next we need to get these results to a file so we can work with them and have a record of progress as we tweak
our site. It can be done with the “-e” parameter. An example is below:
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ab http://example.com/search.php?q=Trees -e ~/Documents/results1.csv

What that does is hits the search page and puts the results in the results1.csv file. It is useful to put the file at the
end of the command since you will want to change the filename on each run to keep a history of your results.

The csv file is separated into two columns. The first is the percentage complete and the second is the time in ms
that it took to get to that percentage.

The first thing you want to look at is the zero percent. This is your latency, it is the amount of time it takes to fulfill
the first request. You want this number to be as low as possible. | am running my site on a development server on

my local network so the times will be lower but at the end | will show the results from the testing server.

ab -p ~/Documents/aci_post.txt -T application/x-www-form-urlencoded -e ~/Documents/aci_output.csv -kc 10 -t 10
http://aci/manager/makes.php
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