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[Sci-Tech Policy] Taiwan Has Been Officially Invited to WHA as Observer

“I couldn't fall asleep last night; after thirteen years of waiting, finally here it comes!” Minister of Department of
Health, Executive Yuan, Ching-Chuan YEH showed his feeling about Taiwan's being invited to the World Health
Assembly (WHA) as observer; he stressed, “Taiwan cannot do without the world; the world cannot do without
Taiwan as well!”

Minister of Department of Health Ching-Chuan YEH received the invitation letter from World Health Organization
(WHO) Director-General Margaret CHAN on 28th-Apr., via which WHO invited Department of Health of “Chinese
Taipei” with its representative team led by the Minister to the 62nd WHA as the observer member. After thirteen
years of effort, Taiwan is going to participate WHA again, since its last participation 38 years ago. This is a
significant breakthrough to Taiwan's international participation. In the invitation letter, the Minister of Department of
Health is entitled as “Minister of Department of Health, Chinese Taipei Dr. Ching-Chuan Yeh,” with the official title,
which takes into account Taiwan's national dignity.

At the very time of H1IN1 new type influenza drawing international attention, Taiwan can as the observer rejoin
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WHA, which Ching-Chuan YEH believes to be the triple-win among WHO, Taiwan and China. YEH expressed,
Taiwan will bring the experience of anti-epidemics such as SARS, bird influ, AIDS etc., and the experience of
execution about tobacco hazard control and National Health Insurance to the world by means of the platform.

Taiwan representative in Japan John T. J. FENG acknowledged various governmental and non-governmental
parties or groups in Japan which has kept supporting Taiwan's participation in WHA,; for instance, Japan
government restated Japan's position on supporting Taiwan's participation in WHA as an observer has never
changed on 9th-Apr. FENG expressed his belief that Taiwan will has its contribution to the international
anti-epidemic control over swine influenza (H1N1 new type influenza) in so far as Taiwan can participate WHA.

Director of the East Asia Program of the Washington think bank Henry L. Stimson Center Alan D. ROMBERG
expressed in a CNA-News interview that under the circumstance where China and Taiwan both preserve each's
own fundamental principle could allow for such a breakthrough in Taiwan's attempt to attend WHA shows the
creativity and reflexibility in the cross-Strait relations vividly. According to CNA report, ROMBERG believes if
Taiwan were not invited to WHA this year, this would not only indicate the Ma Ying Jiu government's failure in the
attempt to practically enable Taiwan as a special organization to join the United Nations, but also symbolize the
regression of cross-Strait relations. ROMBERG specified further that the cross-Strait developments should be
carried out carefully, putting aside for the time being the issue of sovereignty, focusing on practical issues and
neglecting the unnecessary formalisms. He was reported to hold that the present event is supposed to become a
reinforcement of the mutual trust across the Straits, based upon which Taiwan may as well further extend its
international scope. But, he added, Taiwan should pay attention to whether Beijing (Peking) terminate the 2005
memorandum with WHO Secretariat, which keeps the agreement that any Taiwan's participation in WHQO's
activities requires China's approval. ROMBERG said, the termination of the memorandum, or even the temporary
suspension is ought to be a “just logical step,” and will let Taiwan conceive more sincerity.

Further Information:

NOWNews 2009/04/29 (Chinese)

Liberty Times E-paper 2009/04/29 (Chinese)
UDN.com 2009/04/29 (Chinese)

CNA Global View 2009/04/29 (Chinese)
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