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[Agriculture] Improving Taiwan's Fruit Diversity, NPUST Develops Star Apple

Farmers in Taiwan always plant in trend, and this always leads to price collapse. National Pingtung University of
Science and Technology, NPUST, thus introduces suitable foreign fruit plants into Taiwan, improving fruit diversity
in Taiwan. So far over four hundred kinds have been introduced, including the Star Apple just for press
demonstration on 25th-Mar., 2009.

Dean Chung-Ruey Yen of the College of Agriculture, NPUST, said that farmers' following trends induces large
scale of simplex plantation, and what is following is price collapse. If there are more kinds of fruit plants in Taiwan,
the previous problem will be solved. Besides, newly-introduced fruits possess high economic value and tourism
potential, quite meeting Taiwan agriculture's future strike.

Newly-introduced Star Apple is an example. Star Apple, also called Milk Apple, tastes like persimmon. It came from
Caribbean Sea originally, and became very common in South-East Asian countries. Because its persimmon-like
flavor, which is agreeable to most of Taiwan people, added is that it is easy to plant, NPUST decides to introduce
and improve Star Apple in Taiwan. The research team propagates Star Apple by grafting. It takes about two years
to grow fruit. The plant is not selective regarding soils, and scarcely needs pesticides.

Further Information:
NPUST-College of Agriculture
China Times E-paper 2009/03/26 (in Chinese)
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