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[Wildlife Conservation] Two Rare Species of Bat Found in Syuejian Area

Last year (2008), two rare species of bat, Formosan tailless leaf-nosed bat (Coelops frithi formosanus ) and
Formosan wolly bat (Kerivoula sp.), were found for the first time in Shei-Pa National Park; the former is even a
listed rare and valuable species. Twenty-two species of bat (76% of all the species of bat in Taiwan) have been
observed in Shei-Pa. The West-Northern area of Shei-Pa becomes the place with the most diverse species of bat
in Taiwan.

Having captured these two kinds of bat with special designed equipment, the Shei-Pa technical specialist
Chia-hung Chen (FR 2% %) said, the Formosan tailless leaf-nosed bat has leaf-shaped nose and paper-cone-liked
ears and inhabits usually in caves. Only at a few spots in Yilan, Nantou and Hualian, is it observed. Syuejian,
elevation 1879 meters, is its highest inhabitance ever found. Formosan wolly bat was first found in 1999 at Bailan
Tribe near _Guanwu area of Shei-Pa (Hsinchu). Its ears look like flattened funnel and it usually inhabits in hollow
bamboos. Foreign wolly bats usually have various colors on their fur, while Formosan wolly are always dark gray.
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The Liberty Times 2009/01/16 (in Chinese)
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