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License Plate Recognition System Help with the Investigation of Hit-and-Run Accidents

An employee of the Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI) of Taiwan (R.O.C.) died in a hit-and-run
accident in April, 2008. In order to get the troublemaker, the police investigated the monitor recording, which
however was too blurred. The associates of the victim in ITRI analyzed the blurred image with their own
development, the license plate recognition system, and successfully helped the police get the troublemaker. The
system can distinguish in one to two seconds the details of an image, which are hardly recognizable to human
eyes, in small scope such as a license plate. With the ability, the system can analyze the monitor recording and
output probable numbers. On 29th-December, 2008, ITRI donated the system to the Criminal Investigation Bureau,
the Taipei County Police Bureau, Taoyuan County Police Bureau, Hsinchu County Police Bureau, Hsinchu City
Police Bureau and Miaoli County Police Bureau. There might be more and more police bureaux supported with this
new technology.
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